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Some time later, Eddie got hungry and grabbed a sandwich out of his rucksack, thinking it would be nice to share it with Beck and
have a talk.

“Hey, Beck ! Want some of my sandwich? " he asked.

“Shut up, you fool! Youre gonna scare the fish offl ” the old man grumbled.
Undeterred, Eddie stood up and walked up to him. Even though Beck was eyeing him suspiciously, he sat down next to him and
showed him his sandwich again.

“Nah I'm not hungry--- But thanks anyway” , the old man softened. “I'm sorry | sent you packing, but fish are getting scare these
days, what with all that noise from the building sites, and the vibrations from that damned subway---"

“That’s ok, I'm not mad at you. | see what you mean, these new bridges bringing all these gawkers in---"

“And all those cars and high-rises ! It stinks! | can barely breathe anymore ! ” Beck coughed, as if to illustrate his point.

“I was bomn here” , the old man went on, “and | can tell you, | don't recognize Manhattan anymore. | wonder where it's gonna
end-+- One day you'll see, there won't be any fish left in the river, nor any locust tree to take a nice nap under!”

“There’s nothing much we can do about it, can we? “You can't stop progress™ , as they say---" Eddie said, feeling powerless.

“Well , | disagree! I've vowed to fight back! See this rifle here?”

“What do you use that for? Hunting ? " Eddie enquired worriedly.

“Oh no, I don't hunt! There's nothing much left to hunt for anyway! No, it’s just to scare away the fools who wanna mess with me
or the poachers that go after the wild turkeys---Don't worry, | won't shoot you! You're a nice fellow! " Both men laughed.

“Will you come again tomorrow? " Beck asked.

“I might---" Eddie said.

“See you again, maybe!” (31 25%&)
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